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Rural Utilities Service, USDA § 1703.136 

§ 1703.136 Submission of applications. 
(a) RUS will accept applications for a 

combination loan and grant submitted 
by RUS telecommunications General 
Field representatives (GFRs), by Rural 
Development State Directors, or by ap-
plicants themselves. Applications for a 
combination loan and grant under this 
subpart may be filed at any time and 
will be evaluated as received. 

(b) Applications submitted to the 
State Director, Rural Development, in 
the State serving the headquarters of 
the project will be evaluated as they 
are submitted. All applicants must sub-
mit an original and two copies of a 
completed application. The applicant 
must also submit a copy of the applica-
tion to the State government point of 
contact, if one has been designated for 
the State, at the same time it submits 
an application to the State Director. 
The State Director will: 

(1) Review each application for com-
pleteness in accordance with § 1703.134, 
and notify the applicant, within 15 
working days of receiving the applica-
tion, of the results of this review, ac-
knowledging a complete application, or 
citing any information that is incom-
plete. To be considered for a combina-
tion loan and grant, the applicant must 
submit any additional information re-
quested to complete the application 
within 15 working days of the date of 
the State Director’s written response. 
If the applicant fails to submit such in-
formation, the application will be re-
turned to the applicant. 

(2) Within 30 days of the determina-
tion of a completed application in ac-
cordance with paragraph (b)(1) of this 
section, review the application to de-
termine suitability for financial assist-
ance in accordance with § 1703.135, and 
other requirements of this subpart. 
Based on its review, the State Director 
will work with the applicant to resolve 
any questions or obtain any additional 
information. The applicant will be no-
tified, in writing, of any additional in-
formation required to allow a financial 
assistance recommendation and will be 
provided a reasonable period of time to 
furnish the additional information. 

(3) Based on the review in accordance 
with § 1703.135 and other requirements 
of this subpart, make a preliminary de-
termination of suitability for financial 

assistance. A combination loan and 
grant recommendation will be prepared 
by the State Director with concurrence 
of the RUS telecommunications GFR 
that addresses the provisions of sec-
tions § 1703.134 and § 1703.135 and other 
applicable requirements of this sub-
part. 

(4) If the application is determined 
suitable for further consideration by 
RUS, forward an original and one copy 
of the application with a financial as-
sistance recommendation, signed joint-
ly, to the Assistant Administrator, 
Telecommunications Program, Rural 
Utilities Service, Washington, DC. The 
applicant will be notified by letter of 
this action. Upon receipt of the appli-
cation from the State Director, RUS 
will conduct a review of the applica-
tion and the financial assistance rec-
ommendation. A final determination 
will be made within 15 days. If the Ad-
ministrator determines that a com-
bination loan and grant can be ap-
proved, the State Director will be noti-
fied and the State Director will notify 
the applicant. A combination loan and 
grant will be processed, approved, and 
serviced in accordance with §§ 1703.105 
through 1703.112 of subpart D. 

(5) If the State Director determines 
that the application is not suitable for 
further consideration by RUS, notify 
the applicant with the reasons for this 
determination. The applicant may ap-
peal this determination pursuant to 
section § 1703.137 of this subpart. 

(c) Applications submitted by RUS 
telecommunications GFRs or directly 
by applicants will be evaluated as they 
are submitted. All applicants must sub-
mit an original and two copies of a 
completed application. The applicant 
must also submit a copy of the applica-
tion to the State government point of 
contact, if one has been designated for 
the State, at the same time it submits 
an application to RUS. RUS will: 

(1) Review each application for com-
pleteness in accordance with § 1703.134, 
and notify the applicant, within 15 
working days of receiving the applica-
tion, of the results of this review, ac-
knowledging a complete application, or 
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citing any information that is incom-
plete. To be considered for a combina-
tion loan and grant assistance, the ap-
plicant must submit any additional in-
formation requested to complete the 
application within 15 working days of 
the date of the RUS written response. 
If the applicant fails to submit such in-
formation, the application will be re-
turned to the applicant. 

(2) Within 30 days of the determina-
tion of a completed application in ac-
cordance with paragraph (c)(1) of this 
section, review the application to de-
termine suitability for financial assist-
ance in accordance with § 1703.135, and 
other requirements of this subpart. 
Based on its review, RUS will work 
with the applicant to resolve any ques-
tions or obtain any additional informa-
tion. The applicant will be notified, in 
writing, of any additional information 
required to allow a financial assistance 
recommendation and will be provided a 
reasonable period of time to furnish 
the additional information. 

(3) If the application is determined 
suitable for further consideration by 
RUS, conduct a review of the applica-
tion and financial assistance rec-
ommendation. A final determination 
will be made within 15 days. If the Ad-
ministrator determines that a com-
bination loan and grant can be ap-
proved, the applicant will be notified. 
A combination loan and grant will be 
processed, approved, and serviced in ac-
cordance with §§ 1703.105 through 
1703.112 of subpart D. 

(4) If RUS determines that the appli-
cation is not suitable for further con-
sideration, notify the applicant with 
the reasons for this determination. The 
applicant will be able to appeal in ac-
cordance with § 1703.137 of this subpart. 

§ 1703.137 Appeals. 
Any appeal must be made, in writing, 

within 10 days after the applicant is 
notified of the determination to deny 
the application. Appeals shall be sub-
mitted to the Administrator, RUS, 
U.S. Department of Agriculture, 1400 
Independence Ave., SW., STOP 1590, 
Washington, DC 20250–1590. Thereafter, 
the Administrator will review the ap-
peal to determine whether to sustain, 
reverse, or modify the original deter-
mination. Final determinations will be 

made after consideration of all appeals. 
The Administrator’s determination 
will be final. A copy of the Administra-
tor’s decision will be furnished prompt-
ly to the applicant. 

§§ 1703.138–1703.139 [Reserved] 

Subpart G—Distance Learning 
and Telemedicine Loan Program 

SOURCE: 64 FR 14369, Mar. 25, 1999, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 1703.140 Use of loan funds. 
A loan may be used by eligible orga-

nizations as defined in § 1703.103 for dis-
tance learning and telemedicine 
projects to finance 100 percent of the 
cost of approved purposes contained in 
§ 1703.141 provided that no financial as-
sistance may exceed the maximum 
amount for the year in which the loan 
is made. Entities seeking a loan must 
be able to provide security and execute 
a note with a maturity period greater 
than one year. The following entities 
are eligible for loans under this sub-
part: 

(a) Organizations as defined in 
§ 1703.103. If a RUS telecommunications 
borrower is seeking a loan, the bor-
rower does not need to submit all of 
the financial security information re-
quired by § 1703.144(d). The borrower’s 
latest financial report (Form 479) filed 
with RUS and any additional informa-
tion relevant to the project, as deter-
mined by RUS, will suffice; 

(b) Any non-profit or for-profit enti-
ty, public or private entity, urban or 
rural institution, or rural educational 
broadcaster, which proposes to provide 
and receive distance learning and tele-
medicine services to carry out the pur-
poses of this subpart; or 

(c) Any entity that contracts with an 
eligible organization in paragraphs (a) 
or (b) of this section for constructing 
distance learning or telemedicine fa-
cilities for the purposes contained in 
§ 1703.141, except for those purposes in 
§ 1703.141(h). 

(d) Applicants must meet the min-
imum eligibility requirement for deter-
mining the extent to which the project 
serves rural areas as contained in 
§ 1703.126(b)(2) (the applicant must re-
ceive at least 20 points to be eligible to 
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